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out by dividing the 19 cases into those pairs where both were
placed in similar homes (such as families of professional men)
and those pairs where the twins went to dissimilar homes. It was
then found that twins in the first group, like twins reared to-
gether, differed from each other in intelligence by only 5 or 6
points, whereas in the latter group the difference was 10 or n
points. The greater the environmental difference, the greater
the intelligence difference, though the amounts are small
Education appeared to be the most important single factor
affecting intelligence. One girl, for example, grew up in a good
farming section and attended college; her I.Q. was 116. Her
twin sister, who lived in a backwoods community and went to
school only two or three years, revealed an I.Q. of 92. This was
the greatest I.Q. difference found in the study.
Studies of Foster Children
A question that doubtless enters the mind of many a foster
parent captured the interest of BARBARA S. BURKS, a psycholo-
gist at Stanford University. The question was this: does the
intelligence of adopted children tend to resemble that of the
foster parents, or does it carry over as a heritage from the true
parents? She took 214 cases of children placed in good homes
at an average age of 3 months and compared them with 105
children living with their own parents. Results of intelligence
tests given when the youngsters were 5 to 11 years old showed
that adopted children only slightly resemble their foster parents.
On the other hand, children reared in their own homes showed
noticeable similarity to their parents.* A child's heredity, then,
affects his intelligence more than does the home in which he
"""Correlation coefficients were .25 and .50 respectively. Correlation means
the degree of relationship between two variables. A correlation coefficient
having a value between .70 and i.oo in this case would mean that the in-
telligence of any child agreed quite closely with that of his parents. A cor-
relation between .40 and .60 means a moderate degree of relationship, while
one of .30 or less indicates little or no relationship.